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Oood Work in the Academy Exhibition. 



learn to see the fingers of God in apples, 
peaches and grapes, altogether a very 
noble and necessary feeling, now 
almost lost by the world, from its con- 
tinual looking at and purchasing of 
fruit pieces in which peaches and 
plums and grapes, are painted just as 
though they were nothing but lumps 
of soft plaster with a little emerald 
green rubbed on this side and a little 
Vermillion on that. 

303. DEAD GAME. 

BY JAMES L. SCUDDEE. 

Not a very interesting subject, but 
exceedingly well drawn, and (of course ) 
hung high up. We should very much 
like to have it down on an easel and 
examine it carefully, but that cannot 
be. We must content ourselves with 
such unsatisfactory sight of it as we 
can get by stretching our necks. The 
birds are very carefully drawn and 
look feathery, and all the little facts 
surrounding the birds are painted with 
a sincere love of truth, the branch of 
oak leaves is a pleasant incident, and 
reminds one of the summer, when 
"grass IS green, and skies are blue." 
It is very faithfully painted, the stiff 
curve and bend of the leaves truly 
given. But in one point, and that an 
important one, we can give it unqualifi- 
ed praise, viz. there is no attempt to 
make a picture, 6r to make the truth 
soft and pleasing ; there were the facts, 
such as they are, birds, wall, oak leaves 
and he seems to have painted them, 
simply for loVe of the facts alone. 



We cannot find the first sign of soften- 
ing off of edges to make them pleasing, 
or careless painting of one part, to 
give more importance to another ; no 
tricks of Art in it, all is painted equally 
well, and consequently keeps its place. 
This is nature's law of subordination, 
there is no other, the larger and nobler 
objects are more prominent than the 
smaller and less beautiful, but all is 
complete, a nail in a wall is a nail, and 
not a dab of paint, and by the nature 
of the thing itself cannot be as impor- 
tant as a beautiful bird. We hope to 
meet Mr. Scudder again, and trust that 
he will continue to work thus faith- 
uUy, and grow in strength and earnest- 
ness of love of truth for itself alone. 

Before closing this notice, we wish 
to call public attention to the unqualifi- 
ed truth and careful finish of 244 and 
424 by J. W. Hill. These are the veritable 
unconditional facts of Marsh Mallows, 
just so they grew, and in just such a spot. 
There is no compromise in this work, but 
the faithful striving after truth of one 
human soul untrammeled by conven- 
tion and false public opinion. " On the 
Hackensack," is a faithful little drawing, 
very true and rich in color. The 
summer trees in sunlight are veritably 
so ; I know the spot well, it is as true 
as a photograph ; the figures are well 
drawn and introduced with judgment 
and give life and character to the 
subject ; the gradation of the sky is 
tender and beautiful. We hope to do 
some justice to Mr. Hill's faithful life 
in a future article. 
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